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Town of Colrain
2019 Annual Report

The Town of Colrain is a community of 43.2 square miles located in north central Franklin County. Per the
2019 Street Listing the population is 81, of which 1210 are registered voters. To the north, Colrain borders
two Vermant towns: Halifax and Guilford. Leyden is to the east, Greenfield to the southeast, Shelburne to the
south, Charlemont to the southwest and Heath to the west. State Route 112 is the major highway through the
town, running roughly north to south along th&lorth River. There are 86.58 road miles in Colrain, the third
highest amount in Franklin County. Approximately half of these roads are gravel. Colrain is primarily an
agricultural and residential community. We have an open town meeting form of govemtnwith a Board of
Selectmen as the governing bady
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Dedication

In recognition and gratitude for her 26 years of unparalleled servic
as Library Director of the Griswold Memorial Library,
the Annual Town Report is dedicated to Betty Purington Johnson.
*kk

The history of the GML reaches back to 1890, when the libranfirga$ounded. Since that timthere
havebeen just directors! Bey is an indelible part of that continuum. Her love, genuine care, hard work,
SyiKdzaAlI aYZ YR &LISOAIf a.Sdde YIF3aAAO0E F2NBIF NRSR
lifelong learning and community strength and support.

Throughout he more than two decade€l9932019)as Library Director, she tended to generations of library
patrons, maintained an evashanging collection, shepherded the GML into the new millennium and the world
of modern technology, led sto#lyours, offered creativavorkshops, stayed connected to library affairs locally,
regionally, and nationally, and put thousands of books into the hands of readers.

Betty, we are grateful for the stewardship you have shown to our Library and to our town. For all you have
accomplibed behind the desk and beyordhank You!



Scrap Metal

Colrain Transfer Station
Information/Hours

Located on Charlemont Road
Saturdays 8:00 and 4:00 pm
Summer hours 1st Tues in MayLst Tues in September
5:30 pn®d 7:30 pm
General Information
All trash bags must havstickers
13 gallon sticker$1.00/each
33 gallon sticke® $2.00/each

Stickers are available at the Transfer Station
Bulky Waste open 3rd week in April until it is full in October

General Recycling
Paper and Plastics

Other Recyclables Collected

Free

Refrigerators, Freezers,

Air Conditioners, contain CFC $15 each

Tires (up to 19 8500eachwithnorims
Bulky Waste(non construction)  $5.00 to $30.00

CRTs and TVs

$5 - $40 (pricing differs depnding on equipment type)

Construction/Demolition $40/cubic yard $60 cu/yd ($20 minimum)
Textiles and books (clean) Salvation Army Box

Motor oil

Oil Filters

Auto Batteries
Anti-Freeze
Paint
Fluorescent
House Batteries
Ballasts
Thermometer
Thermostats
Switches

20 |b BBQ Tanks
11lb LP Tanls
Larger LP Tanks

Hazardous Materials Collected
$1.50/gal
$0.75/each
Yes
$1.00/gallon
$5.00 per gallon, $1.50 per ¢jto Latex
$0.50/4 ft or shorter or compacts, $1 per 8 ft.
Yes
$5.00 each
Free
Free
Free
$5.00
$1.00
$10.00

Items not accepted: leaves/yard waste, Christmas Trees, Brush Textiles




Town Officers, Boards, & Committeesi Contact Information

Phone # E-mail Address

Agricultural Commission Chair,

Haynes Turkle 6240215
Board of Assessors, Assistant

Alice Wozniak 624-3356 assessors@colraia.gov
Building Inspector,

Shawn Kimberley 6244728 shawnkimberley@hotmail.com
Conservation Commission Clerk,

Alice Wozniak 624-3356 assessors@colraia.gov
Council on Aging, 6248818

Janice Barnes
Animal Control Officer

Kyle Dragon (413) 7680983
Emergency Manager Director

Kevin French 624-3454
Finance Committee Chair,

Doug MacLeay 624-3454
Fire Chief,

Nick Anzuoni 6245528
Griswold Memorial Library 6243619 griswold@colrainma.gov

Chelsea JordeMackley
Highway Superintendent,

Scott Sullivan 6245500 colrainroadboss@gmail.com
Historical Commission Chair,

Robet Ramirez 624-3090
Personnel Committee Chair,

Ellen Weeks 6245137 eweeks@umext.umass.edu
Planning Board Chair,

Robert Slowinski
Police Chief- Business Only

Chris Lannon 624-3038 police@colraima.gov
Tax Collector

Paula Harrison 6245549 taxcollector@colraia.gov
Town Accountant,

David Fierro Jr. HHTown Municipal Accounting & Computer Services
Town Clerk

Eileen Sauvageau 6247100 townclerk@colramagov
Selectmen/Town Coordinator,

Kevin Fox 624-6306 bos@colrama.gov
Transfer Station 6259012
Treasurer

Paula Harrison 6245549 treasurer@colraira.gov
Tree Warden

Michael Friedlander 6243643

Zoning Board 6Appeals Chair,
Rockwell Lively 624-3210



Elected Town Officers

BOARD OF SELECTMEN Term
(Three year term)

Eileen D, Sauvageau 2017 - 2020
Mark A. Thibodeau Chair 2018- 2021
Joe Kurland 2019- 2022
TOWN CLERK (Three year term)

Eileen Sauvageau 2019- 2022
BOARD OF ASSESSORSThree year term)

Nicholas M. Anzuoni, Chair 2016- 2022
James J. Slowinski 2018- 2021
Dwight Harrison 2017- 2020

MOHAWK TRAIL REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMITTEE
(Three year term)

Toby Bassett 2019- 2020
Kate Barrows 2017- 2020
GRISWOLD MEMORIAL LIBRARY TRUSTEES (Three year term)
Chelli Mennella 2017- 2020
Jill Horton-Lyons 2017- 2020
Michael Friedlander 2019- 2022
Nancy Rich Turkle 2018- 2021
Betsy Browning 2019- 2022
CONSTABLES (Three year term)

Michael Friedlander 2019- 2022
Scott F. Sullivan 2017- 2020
Melinda A. Herzig 2018- 2021

MODERATOR (Three year term)
Megan McDonough 2018- 2021



Board of SelectmenAppointments

Agricultural Commission
Joseph S. Hillman
Haynes Turklechair
Jill Horton-Lyons
Lorena Loubsky
Soott Roberts
Lori Shearer
Brian Sullivan
Valerie Finkel

Animal Control Officer
Kyle Dragon

Board of Health
Michael FriedlanderChair
Timothy P. Slowinski
Timothy Hartnett
Jack Cavolick
Nina MartinAnzuoni

Board of Registrars
Colleen Worden
Eugenia M. Shearer
Amy J. Herzig
Paula Harrison

Broadband Advisory Committee
Lynn DiTullio
Kevin Fox
Paula Harrison
Fran Ryan
Eileen D. Sauvageau
Michael Shuipis

Building Inspector (Three year term)
Shawn Kimbeley

Carl H. Nilman Scholarship Representative

Michelle F. Hillman

Colrain Arts Council
Inge Jockers
Paula J. Harrison
Julie Moran, chair
Nina MartinrAnzuoni
Sharon WicklaneShearer

Conservation Commission
Clarence E. Wheeler, Chair
Matthew G. Slowinski
David W. Nims
Carl A. Herzig
William H. Dornbusch
Marshall L. Denison, Jr.

Term Expires
2021
2022
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2020

2020

2020
2020
2021
2021
2022

2020
2020
2021
2020

2020
2020
2020
2020
2020

2022

2020

2024
2022
2022
205
2024

2020
2020
2020
2020
2021
2021



Council on Aging

Joan C. McQuade 2020
Richard R. Herzig 2021
Amy J. Herzig 2021
Bing Waldsmith 2021
Carl Herzig 2022
Russell Barnes 2020
Janice Barne<hair 2020
Kathleen A. Phelps 2020
Valeda R. Peters 2020
Jare Johnson 2020
Larry Bezio 2020
Elaine Stanley 2021
Emergency Management Director
Kevin French 2020
Energy Committee
PeterBrooks 2020
Lynn DiTullio 2020
Elizabeth Erickson 2020
Al Ladd 2020
Jonathan R. Lagreze 2020
Bing Waldsmith 2020
Fire Chief
Nicholas M Anzuoni 2020

F.C. Solid Waste District Representative

Jonathan R. Lagreze 2020
Fire Station Building Committee
Kevin French 2020
Douglas MacLeay 2020
Gary Ponce 2020
Kevin Worden Il 2020
Nicholas M. Anzuoni 2020
Franklin Regional Transit Authority Representative
Mark Thibodeau 2020
Franklin Regional Council of Governments Representative
Eileen D. Sauvageau 2020
Kevin Fox 2020
Franklin Regional Planning Board Representative
Jonathan R. Lagreze 2020
Highway Department Liaison
Mark Thibodeau 2020
Highway Superintendent
ScottF. Sullivan 2020
Historic Commission
Robert P. Ramirez;hair 2020
Joan C. McQuade 2020
David W.Nims 2020

Jack Cavolick 2020



Amy Herzig
Beldin R. Merims

Gypsy Moth Superintendent
Scott Sullivan

Administrative Assistant
Betsy Shuipis

Personnel Committee
Kathleen A. PRelps
Valeda R. Peters
Ellen A. Weeks, Chair
Leslie Fraser

Plumbing & Gas Inspector
Timothy J. Hartnett
Herb Hohengasser

Police Chief
Chris Lannon

Police Officers
Roger P. WilliamsJr.7 Sargent
Gary Downer
James Hunkler
Derek Worden
Tarrah Demsey
Heather Sonn

Regional Dog Program Representative
Kevin Fox

Solid Waste Management District Representative

Jonathan hgreze
Alternae, Kevin Fox

Tax Collector
Paula Harrison

Tree Warden
Michael Friedlander

Town Coordinator
Kevin Fox

Town Accountant
David Fierro

Treasurer
Pauh Harrison

Wiring Inspector
James Slowinski
Clinton Dodge

2020
2022

2020

2020

2020
2020
2020
2020

2020
2020

2020

2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020

2020

2020
2020

2022

2020

2020

2020

2022

2020
2020



Zoning Board of Appeals
Marshall L. Denison, Jr.
Howard R. Phelps
Rockwell J. Lively, Chair
Mark A. Thibodeau
John Reters
Kevin French

2020
2020
2021
2020
2020
2021



Moderators Appointment

Finance Committee (afive member committee)

Douglas Macleay 2022
Lori Shearer 2020
Lynn DiTullio 2021
Rachel Glick 2022
Thom Giriffin 2021
Franklin County Technical School Ostrict Committee Member
Nicole Slowinski 2021
Planning Board (a seven member board)
Betsy Corner 2020
Sara Wik 2020
Greg Olchowski 2022
Robert Slowinski 2021
David Kahn 2020
LorenFeinstein 2022

Mary Beth Chichester 2021



Town Office

Select Board Report

It is our pleasure to submit the annual report of the Colrain Board of Selectmen for calendar year ende
December 31, 20109.

Eileen Sauvageau, select board chair, who hasdenv the Select Board for nine years, including three as chair,

is not seeking relection.

Joe Kurland was elected to the Select Board to replace Jack Cavolick who retired from the board at the end of |
term in May 2019. Mark Thibodeau and Eileen Sgeaa continued as Select Board members.

The Select Board hired Elizabeth Shuipis as Administrative Assistant. We are pleased that she has been able t
prepare Select Board minutes in a timely manner and post them to the town welgi@olrainma.gov

Although the town website is not the designated legal posting location for town notices, we are making an effort
to put as many documents on the website as we can, and we encourage town citizens to use it@sfarresou
keeping abreast of how your town government is working for you.

The redesign of the center of town, the intersection of Greenfield Road, Main Road and Jacksonville Road (Rot
112) is moving forward as we move into the year 2020. The Select Bisaussed the safety planning study with
engineers from Weston and Sampson and are planning on flashing signs warning drivers and especially heavy
trucks as they descend the hill into the center of town. You can find the study by searching for "SAFE¥Y" on
town website.

Early in 2019, the town received its fiscal year 2018 audit which showed the town to be in improved financial
condition. We have not yet received our 2019 audit, but we are confident that we are continuing to do well thanl
to the goodvork of our Director of assessors Alice Wozniak and treasurer/tax collector Paula Harrison, and our
town coordinator Kevin Fox.

Our Energy Committee has been active, getting us grants for further insulating the Highway Department garage
and for solar elddcity proposed for Highway Dept. Garage.

The town entered a Regional Animal Control Services Agreement with FC Sheriff's office and Kyle Dragon paid
a visit to the Select Board to introduce himself as the Animal Control Officer who will be serviainColr

We hired Jaime Hunkler as a full time police officer.

Broadband progress: In August, we entered an Intergovernmental Agreement for Fiber network Design and
Construction ad Project Management Servicest®een City of Westfield Gas and Electric Depant and

Town of Colrain Municiopal Lighting Plant. Once th
begin hanging fiber optic cable throughout the town. Once that is done, the work of connecting each house will
begin. As of this writingEversource has completed its make ready work, but Verizon is behind schedule.

The Broadband Committee is considering what rates to recommend to the MLP (Select Board) for the service.
would like as many houses to be served as possible, but we wauttdiservice to be sedtipporting. For that

we need to set a rate that is both low enough that no one be unable to afford to subscribe, and high enough to
cover costs. Based on preliminary information, with a reasonable price set for the subsdmgfiawn needs to

get 350400 connections before we're covering our own expenses (65% of the town).

Since the fiber optic system will be owned by the town, our citizens will be in charge of its governance and we
will not be paying for profits to private oganies. We hope that everyone in town will sign up to be connected.
As for the cost to the town, the federal government has recently made a commitment to grant $1 million over a
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period of 10 years to help pay for the fifmgtic installation. Although waeed to borrow money to complete the
project, this will make it easier on the town's taxpayers.

The Pitt House, which was willed to the town to serve as a museum, is in the process of being transferred to the
ownership of the Colrain Historical Society it intends to maintain it and reopen it to the public. This is an
incredibly slow process because it requires the Probate Court to approve changing the provisions of William Pit
will. It seems that all the recommendations are in place, but we angastitig.

Recycling challenges: As we move into the new year, the situation with recycling presents us with some
challenges. Instead of the town being paid for the recyclable plastics, glass and cans, we will now have to pay
over $90 per ton to have owayclables accepted at the Materials Recycling Facility in Springfield. Fortunately
we separate our cardboard and paper or the fee would be even higher. We should receive some rebates based
the market value of the recyclables, but the net cost wilbgtitonsiderably more than in the past. There is a
possibility that, although the value of recycled glass is very low, we may be able to reduce the tonnage sent to t
MRF by keeping glass separate from plastics and cans. The select board will coasjplesdtbility as well as

the possibility of buying a compacter for plastic that will reduce the hauling costs. For guides to what you can p
in the recycling bin, look for the guideskhdtp://frankincountywastedistrict.orgrhe more careful we are about

what we put into our recycling, the more we can save our town money as well as help our environment. And
remember: Reduce, Reuse and Buy Recycled.

The Town of Colrain depends on its many volunteenmittees and boards, elected officials and staff in the
office and of the various departments for the work they do to keep our town running. The Select Board thanks a
of them and our citizens for making Colrain a friendly and welcoming place to live.

Eileen Sauvageau, Chair
Mark Thibodeau, Member

Joe Kurland, Member
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Report of the Board of Assessors

The New Year started out with the Assessors conducting inspections of building permits, demolitions and
LINR LISNI A S& 2 ylinsgeSionilis? dlye®apartnenddf Re@dnue (DOR) requires the Assessors of
Massachusetts to visit every property in each town once every ten years. About 9 years ago, the Assessors
started a rotation of visiting the properties themselves rather thainlgian outside contractor at a substantial

fee to the town. Since many of the contractors are from outside the area, the board felt that keeping the work
GAY K2dzaSé¢ ¢g2dzAZ R IAGS GKSY F 0SGGSNI KIyRfES 2y SNN
In the spring election, Mholas Anzuoniwon€f SOG A2y (2 GKS .2 NR 2F ! aasSa
Fy 1 aaSaazN» ¢KS ! 3aSaa2NEQ 2FFAOS Aa GKS 2yfte Sf
successfully complete a 30 hour course and pass amimation. Failure to do so jeopardizes the DOR approval
2F GKS (26yQa GFIE NI GSo

In Fiscal Year 2019, the office granted 1 abatement in the amount of $15,500 of value which translates into
$161.98 of tax dollars. There was one appeal filed at the Massatts Appellate Tax Board (ATB) for Fiscal

Year 2019. Many of the properties in town have been inspected over the last few years, which have greatly
reduced our number of abatements. This does not mean that the property record cards are flagressan

go undetected for years. We encourage all residents to check the information on their property record cards
periodically, especially after any building permit or demolition work has been completed.

In late spring, we set our Fiscal Year 2019 taxaba&?0.57/per $1,000.00 of valuation.

The Colrain Fire District tax rate for Fiscal Year 2019 was $3.47/per $1,000.00 of valuation.

¢tKS ¢2gy 2F /2t NIFAYyQa LI NOSt Oz2dzyix Gz2arft FraasSaas
of the Levy Limit is as follows:

Classification Valuation %
1 Residential [1,196 parcels] $144,222,960 83.9139
1 Commercial [192 parcels] $ 4,955,687 2.8834
9 Industrial [14 parcels] $ 3,395,900 1.9758
9 Personal Progrty [34 accounts] $ 19,295,720 11.2269

Total amount of 2019 Property Tax L&y1,870,267 100.00%

In late fall, we set our second tax rate within 8 months; Fiscal Year 2020 tax rate at $19.93/per $1,000.00 of
valuation. This was $.64 reduction from FY19 due to an overall increase in valuations; which is consistent with
many other towns across Franklin County.

The Colrain Fire District tax rate for Fiscal Year 2020 was $4.16/per $1,000.00 of valuation.

¢CKS ¢26y 27T |doant thithl AsyeSsad vallled\Nild Sach major class of properties and their percentage
of the Levy Limit is as follows:

Classification Valuation %
1 Residential[1,188 parcels] $149,907,760 83.5693
1 Commercial [198 parcels] $ 5,885,438 3.0022
1 Industrial [15 parcels] $ 3,627,400 2.0222
1 Personal Property [35 accounts] $ 20,460,860 11.4063

Total amount of 2020 Property Tax L&y 9,381,478 100.00%

In Fiscal Year 2020, the office graaht3 abatements in the amount of $69,100 of value which translates into
$1,377.17 of tax dollars. There was one appeal filed at the Massachusetts Appellate Tax Board (ATB) for Fisce
Year 2020.

13



Our maps and property record cards are available onliné 60S 126y Qa 6So0aAdS dzyRSNJ
Assessors page atww.colrainma.gov Please check them out; this is another way to verify the accuracy of your
assessments.

There are several property tax exemptions tioe elderly varying in amounts from $175 to $500. Each

exemption is based on income guidelines and as economic times become more difficult, we encourage the
elderly to contact the office to see whether you may qualify. Any information that is providedzaidy for

these exemptions is strictly confidential and is not available to the general public. Also available are exemptions
for the blind and veterans.

We want the general public to know that assessing is a very complicated field and the D@RIsetxy strict
guidelines with which our office must comply. With that said, our office is open to the public for any questions
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9800 PM and our board typically meets on tiféTLiesday of the month at 8:00 AM
Ay G KS sbfficad 3fga 20Ul like to set up an appointment to meet with the Board, please call the office
at (413) 6243356 since meeting times sometimes change due to scheduling conflicts.

Respectfully submitted,

Board of Assessors

Nicholas Anzuoni, Chairman

James Slowinski

Dwight Harrison

Alice Wozniak, MAA & Director of Assessing
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Town Clerk Report

2019 has been and eventful year for the office of Town Clerk. Robin Hartnett completed her final term
and as she promised finished the year by enjoyarggrandchildren and traveling. During her 6 years
in office Robin made many wusef ul changes not
new office design and renovations. She is fondly remembered by-oéiiceworkers tearing up ged
down carpet and painting the walls.
Among Robiris more professional accomplishments werdrtiementation of software that
reorganized and facilitated dog licensing #meimaintenance of board and committee membership.
Robin continued the presetva on wor k of Colrainds historical
and modernize the town vault. Through her conscientious work and commitment to her community,
Robin has left us in a better place.
As your new town clerkl hope to continugroviding Colrain with all the good work done by Robin.
| would like to make the following reports:

Vitals in the Town of Colrain for 2019

5 Births 6 Marriages 17 Deaths
Respectfully submitted

Eileen D. Sauvageau
Colrain Town Clerk
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